The Image on the Pass
book, and they would have been very relevant also for Manrique,
though he cannot have known any of them.
But to return to his narrative. 'On reaching the high place
where the carved Idol sat/ he says, 'all the pagans in our party
prostrated themselves and touched the ground with their fore-
heads thrice, thanking it for their safe passage over the dangerous
mountains.' By pagans he means the Hindu slaves and the guards,
who were Arakanese Buddhists. That the Hindus should have
returned thanks to the Buddha was not out of keeping with their
conception of the Master as one of the many deities belonging to
India.
While Manrique was viewing their prostrations with distaste,
the Moslem slaves came up and assured him in a confidential aside
how much they also condemned worship of images. But as
prisoners they could not interfere and stood silently by, looking
their disgust. Manrique, however, did not hesitate to protest. CI
approached somewhat to those who were idolatrizing,' he writes,
4 and told them that we had all to give thanks to the true God and
not to that statue of stone, and added many other considerations
on the subject.' The Hindus were too timid to abuse a priest who
was riding with the captain of a gang of kidnappers, though one
man made bold to say that what was not evil must be good and
that as no-one could say there was harm in giving thanks it must
pass as a righteous act. Manrique records this retort without
comment.
When the march was resumed, one of the Moslem slaves, an
old man, became so exhausted that he stumbled and seemed about
to fall. The Arakanese guards drove himon,but Manrique, in spite
of their protests, had him unmanaded and gave him a seat on the
elephant, an act of pity which so pleased his co-religionists that
they warmed to the priest with whom they already had in com-
mon a hatred of idols. But this did not show itself except in flatter-
ing remarks. He was no nearer converting them than before. Nor
did the man, whose mind he had swayed, dare to speak further
with him that evening.
During the afternoon they struggled through the waterlogged
fields of rice outside Peroem and very tired entered the town at
nightfall. The Governor, as soon as he knew of their arrival, sent
them to a rest-house. There, Manrique at once recited the Te
Deum and the Litany of Our Lady, standing before the assembled
Christians, crucifix in hand. This first duty done, they changed
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